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Part A (Reading)

Read the following passage with the techniques of reading strategies
(Skimming, Scanning and Crrntextualizing) and answer according fo the
direction of question no. 1, 2 & 3.

For millennia, the coconut has been central to the lives of Polynesian and

Asian peoples in the western world, on the other hand, coconuts have always
been exotic ani unusual sometimes rare The Italian merohant traveller Marco
Polo apparentiy saw cocon;ts in South Asia in the tate 13th century, and

among the r'iid-14th-century travel writings of Sir John Mandeville there is
mention of 'great Notes of Ynde' (great Nuts of India). Today, Images of palm
fiinged tropical beaches are cliches in the west to sell hclidays, chtcolate bars

fizzy drinks and even romance.

Typically. we envisage coconuts as brornn cannonballs that, when opened,
provide sweet white flesh. But we see only part of the fruit and none of tire
plant from which they come. The coconut palm has a smooth, slender, grey
trunk, up to 30 metres tall. This is an important source of timber for building
houses, and is increasingly being used as a replacement for endangered
hardwoods in the furniture construction industry. The trunk is surmounted by a
rosette of leaves, each of which may be up to six metres long. The leaves have
hard veins in their centres which, in many parts of the world, are uSed as

brushes aller the green part of the leaf has been stripped away. Immature
coconut flowers are tightly clustered together among the leaves at the top of
the trunk. The flower stems may be topped for their sap to produce a drink, and
the sap can also be reduced by boiling to produce a type of sugar used for
cooking.

Coconut palms produce as many as seventy fruits per year, weighing more than
a kilogram each. The wall of the fruit has three layers: a waterproof outer layer,
a hbrous middle layer and a hard inner layer. The thick fibrous middle layer
produces coconut fibre, colr, which has numerous uses and is particularly
important in manufacturing ropes. The woody Innermost layer. the shell with
its three prominent eyes, surrounds the seed. An important product obtained
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from the shell is charcoal, which is widely used in various industries as well as
in the horne as a cooking fuel. When broien in half, the shells are also used as
borvls in many parts of,Asia.

Insicle the shell are the nutrients (enriosperm) n*ederl by the developing seed.
Initialll,, the endosperm is a sweetish Hiruirl. coconut water, which i, J;.3,"a
as a 'lrinl<, but also provides the hormones wirioh encollrage other plants to
g:row lnore raridly and produce higher .viel<is, As tire lruit matures, the coconut
watel gr"adr:ally solidities to fbrni the- b;iiliani o*,hire, fat-rich, eciible flesh or
meat. Dried ooconut flesh, 'copro'. is rnaoe into eoeonut oil ancl coconut milk
ra'hich ari: widely used in cooking irr r{ifTerent parts of the w*rid as rvell as in
cosrnetir:s. .4 dr:rii'ative of cocrlnui lixt giye erin acquired sira-tegrc impr;rtance
i'n a cluite different sphere, as Alr'ro;ct il{cbel intioducod the u.6rpt tc) his
nitrogiycerine-based invention dynamrr*.

'T heir birlogy woul<l-appear" to rnake c1:.;cotir.its iftg great maritime voyagers anci
coastal ccllonizers of the prant wcrrii. li:r: large, energy-rich fruit.s arJable tofloal in watet' and tolerate salt, tliit (flnlrrt r*r::ein viaUte indefinitely, str-LrJies
srrgge,st after abour lii-r da,vs a.i. i,ar) ijrr), iire no longer abie to gerrnlrrte.
Liteialli' rlast otito ilesert islan'J sii,-i;:cs" rniil, iittl. morJ tiran sairii ta gro.,r, iii
anc{ exposed to the full glare of r,liE rrtpical s*n coconpl secds are able t<:''ennir:te and root- Thc air pol-l;il itr rii: ir;cr.t, cl"e6ted a:, tiie cndospr,ln
soiidities, proter:ts the en:br-v*. il: aji_tiij,:ft, 1;1g l.,i:l,r,us fruit rvall that helpe;j ;;
t,,, f'lt*l ,:hrrinr-l lhe vov;rge rii.r:i"r:s r:*i;,iX.;::.: ij,,,- !.:ir;t ild taken up hy the rcr_:tr,-rf
the cocc,nut seedlirig as it siilrfs t* prrov,t.

There have hcen centurics oJ'acarl.,iilil cebafe ol'er ihc origins ol the coconlt.
There were no coconilt paims in \&,:sr ;i.jrica, the Caribbean or the east coast of
the Americas befcre the vol,agcs ur ii.,,;.trjuropean explorers vasco Da carna
and colurnbus in the late 15th and e;:ri1. tr6th centuriei. 16th ceniury1134;l|]
lyTun migration patterns reveal that Arab traders and Er.iropean sailors are
likely to have mttved coconuts Iiorn surrth and Southeast Asia to Africa anci
then across the Atlantic to the east coast of America, But the origin of ooconuts
discovered along the west coast of America by toih century ruiloru has been
the sub.iect of centulies of discussion. fwo diametrically opptrsed origins have
been proposed: that they came from Asia, or that they were native to 

-America,

Both suggestions have problems. in Asia, there is a large degree of 
"oconutdiversity and evidence of millennia of human use - but lh"r, ur" no reratives

growing in the wild. In America, there are close coconut relatives, but no
evidence that coconuts are indigenous. These problems have led to the
intriguing suggestion that coconuts originated on coral islands i, the pacific
and were dispersed from there.

scrutinize the passage carefully and answer the following questions: [4xF4]
what is the significance of coconut palm in the construction industry?

What arr: the uses {..;1.'coclrxillt she-il?

a)
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{} iit;ri c;-ili a tvpe tt1'sltsar be prodLrceel using a special part clf coconut palm,/

d" What is "Oclpro",r

':. 5i*r*!ffia*riee ffue piassagc in no more flran 4 sentences.

)
-). Scan, iclcntif'r' atttl u'rite clown only 'Irue if the statcment ,rgrees lvith the

irtlorntntiott, Falsc if the staternent contradicts thc infbrm.tion nncl Not(iiven if tlrere is no information on this:

[3 xI =31

[3x1=3]

Ix5=S1

a)

b)

c)

{. iirtirirl :;ecil nt,:i.ls sirarie in clrclcr to gcrntinatc.

{ '{lci)t-}Ll{ii u rrc prohairl,v..' transportecl to Asia liom Arncrica in thc I 6th centLrry.

{.'1}e1ill11{5 tirtrnd on tlie B'est coarst ol'Anrc-rica wcre a different tlpe liom those
lilLrrlr"l ()l'i th,:: eilSt COalst.

Part B (Grammar)
Write down one syExonym, one antonym and a sentence from any five of [5xl=51([-u* givem wortls:
ephemeral, essential, generous, inclement, juvenile, knowledgeable, laconic

Rewnite the givexr semtences lvith the correct form of vertrs in the bracket. [l0xg.S==Sl
1\"lan1 ntcn (be) r.r.alf.ing in the strce r.

Silrtrc hr.roks or,vncd b5, the glrofcssoi r br:)

1,\'alcliing nirlvierj (bc) a gr"c.at hobby.
-i'ht: 

sir-rgcr and songr"r,ritcr (has) received an ar.varri.

The leader, accompanied by his followers, (be) attending the meeting.

Five yards of fabric (be) needed for the dress.

Singing and dancing (be) enjoyable activities.

The piotis (be) always respected.

llo one (has) any clue about the stolen purses.

1-he s.r-rbject Alice loves most (be) mathematics.

Part C (Writing)
Suppose you are Mahin an Engrish Graduate. you are pranning to pursueyour second MA from a renowned foreign university. And orr* ouy you
mct with one of your school friencls in front of the sweoistr Embassy. ilowwrite a dialogue between you and your frientl about the appry procedure
for a Foreign University.
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Write down an essav on

a) A cause-and-effect essay on

b) A compare and contrast essay

B.Sc. in CSII [1x10=1{)j
Multinational

Iocated at Banani is

and Developing Ctruntries"

the given picture. Give the [i x5=51
9.

tr'atrai "{ *i-.,i

I
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8.
I I xtfi=1 0J
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